SHABBAT CANDLES

SHABBAT: CANDLES: MEANING

Shabbat: Candles. Peace of Home and Festive Feeling

would eat dinner Friday night. But we now rely on the idea that candles help provide a festive atmosphere.

SHABBAT: CANDLES: WHEN TO LIGHT

Shabbat: Candles: Earliest Time To Light

Shabbat: Candles: Normal Lighting Times
In many countries, candle lighting time is 18 minutes before sunset.

NOTE In Jerusalem, many people have the custom of lighting candles 40 minutes before sunset.

Shabbat: Candles: Lighting with Delay until Sunset

SHABBAT: CANDLES: WHERE TO LIGHT

Shabbat: Candles: Lighting at Dinner L ocation

NOTE If eating elsewhere, do not light Shabbat candles at your own home unless you will be home

for some period of time after dark while the candles are burning (otherwise you have made a
brachal'vatala). Y ou must see the candles burning for at least one minute after dark (tzeit

ha'kochavim).

SHABBAT: CANDLES: WHO LIGHTS

Shabbat: Candles: One Person per Home Lights



However, it is customary for any married woman to light candles wherever she will eat. Unmarried women
do not need to light their own candles (as long as the host/hostess has them in mind when lighting), but they
are not prohibited from doing so.

SHABBAT CANDLES: HOW MANY TO LIGHT

Shabbat: Candles: Wives: Light Two (or More)

“ner” (“candle” in the singular). Lighting any more candles than two is custom.

Shabbat: Candles: How Many To Light when Eating Elsewhere

normally lights more than two candlesin her own home.

Adding a Candle

custom) then add a candle to those your normally light on subsequent Shabbats.

SHABBAT: CANDLES: BLESSING

Shabbat: Candles: How To Do Blessing: Women
e Light the candles,
e Put your handsin front of your eyes (thisa universal custom), and
e Say the blessing lehadlik ner shel Shabbat.

structure the request.

Shabbat: Candles. How To Do Blessing: Men

¢ Say the blessing, and then
e Light candles.

blessing AFTER lighting, as women do. Otherwise, he does not need to cover his eyes when saying
the blessing.

Shabbat: Candles: Lighting with Wrong Blessing

¢ \WWomen may not correct themselves, but



e Men may say the correct blessing and light the candles.

o Extinguish the candles,
e Say the correct blessing, and then

SHABBAT: CANDLES: HOW LONG MUST BURN

How Long Must Shabbat CandlesBurn
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