OUTDOOR ERUV

INTRODUCTION TO ERUVS

I ntroduction to Eruvs

fences, cars);
¢ Natural topographic features (such as slopes); and/or

¢ Presumptive doorways (often made of poles and wires or strong string).

Solid or Halachically Solid
Two structures (regardless of how thick or wide they are) within 10.5 inches of each other are considered to

EXAMPLES
A halachically solid wall can be made of a:

¢ Wide mesh of ropes or strings; the cross strings are very far apart, as long as the vertical
strings are within 10.5 inches of each other.

¢ Picket fence; each vertical slat must be within 10.5 inches of the adjacent slat OR each
horizontal piece that connects the vertical slats must be within 10.5 inches of the adjacent
horizontal piece.

e Chain-link fence.

Height

connecting the two).
Width
A solid component (for example, a board, wall, house, etc.) must be at least 12 inches from side to side.

Non-solid components (for example, a series of narrow bushes, a series of trees with trunks less than 12
inches across, various types of fences, etc.) must be within 10.5 inches of each other and of the ground, both
horizontally and vertically, for the entire distance between adjacent trees/bushes. They must be at least 40
inches high or wide.

Connectors

Vertical components, such as poles, that are connected above or below in the following ways are also
halachic walls, regardless of how far apart they are:



¢ Connected above, such aswith aboard or string that rests across the tops of vertical poles, and which
are at least 40 inches above the ground at all points along its course, or

¢ Connected below within 10.5 inches of the ground, such as bushes or small trees with branches that
come within 10.5 inches of the ground at al points (even at the attachment point to the trunk).
Components must reach up to at least 40 inches above the ground.

ERUV: LENIENCIES

Eruv: Leniencies
Almost all eruvsin cities use leniencies.

ERUV: DIMENSIONS

ERUV BORDER: WALLS

M easurementsfor Wallsas Eruv Border
Walls that begin within 10 1/2" (27 cm) of the ground and extend upward to at least 40" (1 m) above the

NOTE " In order to count as part of aborder for a private domain, any doorway, gateway, archway, etc.,

must be intended to be a doorway, gateway, archway, etc.--and not there merely for decoration or function
(asin supporting something above).

ERUV BORDER: BUILDINGS

M easurementsfor Buildingsas Eruv Border

needed on that side.

ERUV BORDER: BUSHES

Bushes as Eruv Border
Bushes may be a border if they are:

e S0 dense that a cat can't walk through them, and

ERUV BORDER: CARS

Car asEruv Border

e The bottom of the car is within 10.5 inches of the ground, and



or steep slope.

ERUV BORDER: "DOORWAYS'

LECHI DIMENSIONS

Incline of L echi

sufficiently tensioned so as not to wave in the wind.

WIRE DIMENSIONS

Wire Slope
Slope of the wire at the top (the pseudo-lintel) must be less than 45 degrees from horizontal.

ERUV BORDER: ROOFS

ERUV BORDER: SLOPES

Slopes as Eruv Border
A slope of about 25 degrees from vertical that is steeper than 5 inches vertical for 12 inches horizontal (a5”

and curvature of the roots.

ERUV BORDER: WATER

Slope of Body of Water for Eruv

¢ Slopes down into the water 40 inches or more, and

¢ |smore than 25 degrees from horizontal.

ERUV: PORCHES, AWNINGS



Porches and Awnings as Eruv
In general, porches and awnings on the outside of a house will not qualify as being part of the house for the

of adoorway (tzurat ha'petach): vertical poles and cross beams must be on TOP of the vertical polesin order
to be considered a halachically enclosed area.
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