MEZUZA

INTRODUCTION TO MEZUZA

I ntroduction to M ezuza

acronym for God'srole as “ Shomer dirot Yisrael”—Watcher over the dwelling places of Isragl.

MEZUZA: PARTS

Mezuza: God's Name on Outside

MEZUZA: WHICH BUILDINGS REQUIRE

Mezuza: Where PeopleLive

EXAMPLES
e A barn with animalsthat is near a house, if you use their milk or mest for food.
o A coop with birdsthat is near a house if you eat their meat or eggs.
o A shed for firewood.
NOTE There may be exceptions due to size or other factors--consult arabbi.
NOTE A structure that only stores items not used regularly, such as a shed for storing a sukka--even if

M ezuza: Hotel Rooms



more than 30 days).

REASON To do so might damage the hotel property.

MEZUZA: WHICH DOORS

Mezuza: Which Doors: All Doors Except...

e Bathroom, or a

e Room less than 50 sguare feet.

NOTE Do not affix amezuza to adoor that is sealed closed.

MEZUZA: PLACEMENT

Mezuza: Placement: Right Side of Doorway

into the house.

Mezuza: Placement: Balcony

M ezuza: Placement
Mezuza; Placement: Door Frame



MEZUZA: WHEN TO AFFIX

MEZUZA: WHEN TO AFFIX IN ERETZ YISRAEL

Mezuza: When To Affix in Eretz Yisrael

MEZUZA: WHEN TO AFFIX OUTSIDE ERETZ YISRAEL

Mezuza: When To Affix Outside Eretz Yisrael: Buying (or Renting for More Than 30 Days)

e A home,
e An apartment, or

¢ Other accommodation--such as a camper, trailer, recreational vehicle (RV), etc.--in which you will
live at sometime.

NOTE | you are renting a vehicleftrailer that you will livein but might not keep it for 30 days, put on

Then, even if you keep it for more than 30 days, do not do anything additional (don't remove them and
replace; don't say a blessing).
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If you livein aveﬁiclefor more than 30 days, you must affix mezuzas next to each of
the doors.

Mezuza: When To Affix Outside Eretz Yisrael: Renting for Fewer Than 30 Days

If you areliving in arented house, apartment, RV, etc., and remove all of your possessions used for living
(such as clothing, bedding, and toiletries) at some time before 30 days have elapsed, the place is not
considered to be your domicile. Y ou restart counting the 30 days from the day you move the personal items
back inside.

SITUATION 'y oy rent a vehicle for 30 or more days but live and sleep there only five days aweek (and
remove al your personal items to spend Fridays and Shabbats with afamily or in a hotel)

some personal effectsin the vehicle continuously for at least 30 days.

MEZUZA: BLESSING

Mezuza: Blessing

mezuza.

NOTE " Do not say the blessing if there is no door in the doorway

Mezuza: Blessing If M ezuza Falls Off

Mezuza: Blessing If You Removed M ezuza




MEZUZA: KISSING

Mezuza: Kissing: Custom

on the interior room doorways.

MEZUZA: CHECKING

Mezuza: Checking: How Often

MEZUZA: BEDROOM

M ezuza: Bedroom

1. Thereisawall or divider within 10.5 inches of the ground and at least 40 inches tall between yourself
and the mezuza, or

MEZUZA: REMOVAL

Mezuza: Removal: Do Not Remove When...

¢ Leave your house, even for along period such as ayear.

¢ Sell your house to a Jew.

© Copyright 2026 Richard B. Aiken | www.practicalhalacha.com


http://www.practicalhalacha.com

