KIDDUSH LEVANA

INTRODUCTION TO KIDDUSH LEVANA

Introduction to Kiddush Levana: Thanksgiving

Kiddush levana expresses our thanks to God for having made the moon, which affects our lives (tides,
weather, crops, biological clocks) and provides us benefits in many ways (light at night, basis for determining
our calendar and our holidays).

KIDDUSH LEVANA: WHAT TO SEE

Kiddush Levana: What To See: How Clear the Moon
Y ou do not need to see the moon completely clearly in order to say kiddush levana, but you must be able to
see the outline of the moon.

KIDDUSH LEVANA: WHEN TO SAY

Kiddush Levana: When To Say: Molad

seven 24-hour periods.

Kiddush Levana: When To Say: Custom not To Say
It is customary not to say kiddush levana:

¢ During the Nine Days before and including Tish'a b'Av;
e On Friday night, and
¢ On the evening of a Jewish festival.

However, you should do so if you do not expect to see the moon on any other night (due to weather or other
factors), rather than miss the chance to say it that month. If you do say kiddush levana on Friday night or the
after nightfall of a Jewish festival, say only the blessing, not the Psalms and other phrases that are normally
said.

Kiddush Levana: When To Say: Night
Y ou may say kiddush levana (blessing on the new moon) only at night, after dark/tzeit ha'kochavim.

Kiddush Levana: When To Say: When No Dark
At the high latitudes, you may say kiddush levana during any season when the sky gets dark but not during
seasons when the sky does not get dark.

Kiddush Levana: When To Say: Shabbat

EXAMPLES
o Shabbat isthe last possible night that month to say kiddush levana.
e Theforecast isfor clouds for the other nights until it will be too late that month to say
kiddush |evana.
NOTE On Shabbat, say only the blessing of kiddush levana, not the psalms or other phrases (psukim).

KIDDUSH LEVANA: WHO SAYS



Kiddush Levana: Minyan

KIDDUSH LEVANA: WHAT TO SAY

Kiddush Levana: Minimum Blessing
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