INTRODUCTION TO TASTE (TA'AM) TRANSFER

Introduction to Taste (Ta'am) Transfer
Gender/Kashrut Status Transfer

Taste Absorption
Taste gets absorbed in three ways. Heat, pressure, and soaking.

Heat

F or more while;

¢ Steamed with a halachically “liquid” food, or

¢ Inwet physical contact with the food or utensil.

EXAMPLES
e Two hot pans, which are clean on their outsides, only transfer taste from one to the other if they are
wet on the outside and are touching each other.

¢ A hot utensil placed onto a counter only transfers gender to the countertop if thereisliquid or food at
the point of contact.

NOTE  All liquids plays amajor rolein facilitating taste transfer.

food, the genders are not transferred back through the stream of liquid to the pot, even if any or al of the
elements are more than 120 degrees.

within 24 hours. There are dishes or utensilsin the sink.

STATUS  The dishes do not change gender unless the hot liquid fills up from the sink onto them. If so, the



items must be spicy/charif.

Soaking

NOTE " Even though these are permissible, they may not be done regularly but only on an ad hoc basis.

Food and Kitchenware: Which I nfluences What

With hot (more than 120° F) or spicy/charif foods:
Foods and utensils/containers transfer taste to each other.

Cold or Non-Spicy Foodsthat Soak

e Foods do not transfer taste to utensils/containers;

e Utensils/containers do NOT transfer taste to foods.

NOTE " No substances (not salt, or any food...) absorb gender from the open air.

The 24-Hour Rule: Eino ben Yomo
Torah Law: Revertsto Kosher-Pareve

absorbed food becomes ruined with time).

Rabbinic Law: Must Be Kashered

another utensil/container (see below) even after 24 hours.

Accidentally or Intentionally
Food Hot and Accidentally Placed; Utensil Not Hot for 24 Hours



that has not been heated to 120° F or more for at least 24 hours.

NOTE | the utensil had been “used” (heated to 120° F or more) within the preceding 24 hours, the hot food
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