INTRODUCTION TO FOOD NULLIFICATION: FOODS

Introduction to Food Nullification: Foods
Categories of Batel/Nullification

e Never batel.
¢ Batel b'shishimwhen the non-kosher substanceis less than 1/60th of the total volume of the food.

e Whether the owner is Jewish;
¢ Whether the intended eaters are Jewish; and

If the answersto all three casesis yes, the food is never batel.

Food “ Nullified in 60 Parts’:

becomes negligible.
Taste: If the non-kosher substance:

¢ Has ataste but the eater cannot taste it, it is batel b'shishim (1/60th).

In all cases, if asubstanceis added for flavor and can be tasted in the final food, it will never be batel,
regardless of whether it was added intentionally (since you can tasteit, by definition it was not nullified) and
regardless of whether the food was owned by a Jew or not. There are some exceptions. Consult a

Some foods do impart their flavor even if less than 1/60th of the total volume of the food and these do not
ever become nullified based on the 1/60th rule. Otherwise, the non-kosher food must be:

e Lessthan 1/60 of the volume of the whole.
e Mixed in and not lying on the surface.
¢ Not intentionally added by a Jew.
o Not listed in “Foods that Never Become Nullified” (below).
Min b'Mino
Substances are only batel when they are similar (“ min b'mino”). The substances must be the same type, have

the same taste, and have the same appearance (the eater cannot identify them as being different).

NOTE " |n such situations, it would be batel barov from Torah (d'oraita) but batel b'shishim (1/60th) by



other liquid or onto a solid would NOT be min b'mino even though both are liquids, since their appearances,
flavors, and substance are different.

Too Thin To Make Non-Kosher

Foodsthat Never Become Nullified

Here are some foods that NEV ER become nullified by being less than 1/60th of the main food:

in any amount!

e Mixturesof Milk and Meat

EXCEPTION ' Batel in 1/60th if:

e You cannot identify either substance AND

e The mixtureisliquidin liquid or solid mixed with solid.



NOTE If aJew had told the non-Jew to add the ingredient, the mixture is non-

STATUS Aslong asthe wineislessthan 1/7th of the final volume, the mixture is kosher.

e Essential Additives

Any additive that is essential to making afood (such as rennet for making cheese, or yeast for baking bread)
isNEVER nullifiable.

e Food Bought by the Piece

An item that is always bought by the piece (davar she'’beminyan) such that even one piece has
importance—such as a mango—is never nullifiable.

STATUS Batel ba'shishim does not apply and you must apply the laws of shmita to all of them.

NOTE If kosher and non-kosher food items have become mixed up, it is sometimes permissible to eat

consulted.

e Important Food

being mixed in with currently permissible foods.

EXAMPLES

flour.

e Wholelnsects



NOTE An insect that is not whole MAY be nullified.

EXAMPLES

supervision.

REASON We assume that any bugs in the food would have gotten partly chopped or
disintegrated and therefore nullified.

e If arecipe calsfor chopping or grinding herbs or vegetables, you may do so without first checking
them for bugs.

NOTE However, if you know there are bugs, you may not chop the food for the purpose of
making the bugs nullified: You must still check for insects before cooking or eating
the food and if you see any bugs, you must remove them.

NOTE You may not eat bugs even if they have been dead for more than 30 days (some people erroneously
permit this).
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