HOLY WRITTEN OBJECTS

INTRODUCTION TO HOLY WRITTEN OBJECTS

Introduction to Holy Written Objects
By surrounding ourselves with reminders of the commandments and with objects for observing the various
Jewish rituals, we can be constantly aware of what we should be doing to live our lives as Jews.

Disposal
Both tashmishei kedusha and tashmishel mitzva should be disposed of in a respectful manner. Tashmishei

To dispose of tashmishei mitzva, you may wrap in one layer of plastic and throw it in normal garbage.

SHEIMOT

SHEIMOT: WHAT ARE SHEIMOT

Sheimot: Definition
Sheimot/sheimos are written items with:

SHEIMOT: TREATMENT

SHEIMOT: HOW TO TREAT

Sheimot: Summary of Treatment

some cases—double-wrapped rather than trashed. See individual listings below for details.



SHEIMOT: HOW TO DISPOSE OF

Sheimot: Disposal
These holy writings (tashmishei kedusha) may not be thrown directly into the trash, but should ideally be

trash.

REASON It would be a disgrace to bury Torah words with secular content.

NOTE Y ou may find collection boxes (marked “ sheimot/sheimos” or “geniza”) at alocal Jewish
school or synagogue into which you can deposit your sheimot items.

NOTE Tashmishei mitzva—items used to do amitzva (such astalit or tzitzit)—must be wrapped in:

e Onelayer of plasticif they will be thrown away in dry trash, or
e Double layer of plastic if they will be thrown away into wet garbage.

Do not throw into trash, even if double wrapped:

e Handwritten scrolls of Torah, tefilin, mezuza.

dug up. It does not need to be a cemetery.

DoubleWrap and Throw into Trash

Double wrap and throw into trash:

content.

REASON Non-Torah material should not be buried as sheimot.

HOLY BOOKS

HOLY BOOKS: DEFINITION



Holy Books: Definition
A Jewish holy book is any book that contains:
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HOLY BOOKS: PLACEMENT

HOLY BOOKS: ORIENTATION

Holy Books: Correct Orientation

Put holy booksin their correct location:
¢ Remove a holy book from an inappropriate place to a place suitable for holy books.
e Turnright-side up a holy book that is upside down or backside up.

¢ Do not use any holy book--even of lower priority or holiness--to prop up or raise the top of anon-
holy or less-holy book (for example, so you can read it better).

REASON |t is disrespectful to use a holy book as a book holder.

HOLY BOOKS: ON SEAT

Holy Book: Raise from Seat

piety to stand it ui)- on |ts edge -----
To sit on abench or other seat where a holy book rests, raise the book up at least alittle; a single piece of
paper is sufficient elevation.

NOTE | you are sitting on a bench and someone puts a holy book on the bench, you must stand up or raise

or pew in order to be allowed to sit on that bench.

HOLY BOOKS: STACKING ORDER

Holy Books: Stacking Order
When piling up several holy books, put them in this order (top to bottom):

make them easier to carry. For piling books on top of each other, see Holy Books: Stacking Order.

HOLY BOOKS: MODEST DRESS

Holy Books: Being Undressed
Y ou should not be naked or have intercourse in aroom with holy books, unless:


http://www.practicalhalacha.com/halacha.php?id=2003

1. Thereisawall or divider between yourself and the holy books within 10.5 inches of the ground and at
least 40 inchestall (or astall as needed to block aline of sight between yourself and the book), or

2. You cover the books with two layers of paper or some other material.

REASON |t js not proper respect to the holy books.

NOTE  Thisistrue even if the coupleis covered, asis the proper practice, and even if they are more than 4

HOLY BOOKS: DISPOSAL

Holy Books: Disposal

MEZUZA

INTRODUCTION TO MEZUZA

I ntroduction to M ezuza

acronym for God'srole as “ Shomer dirot Yisrael”—Watcher over the dwelling places of Isragl.

MEZUZA: PARTS

Mezuza: God's Name on Outside

MEZUZA: WHICH BUILDINGS REQUIRE

Mezuza: Where PeopleLive

¢ A coop with birdsthat is near a house if you eat their meat or eggs.


http://www.practicalhalacha.com/halacha.php?id=1999

e A shed for firewood.

NOTE There may be exceptions due to size or other factors--consult arabbi.

NOTE A structure that only stores items not used regularly, such as a shed for storing a sukka--even if

more than 30 days).

REASON To do so might damage the hotel property.

MEZUZA: WHICH DOORS

Mezuza: Which Doors: All Door s Except...

e Bathroom, or a

e Room less than 50 sguare feet.

NOTE Do not affix amezuza to adoor that is sealed closed.

MEZUZA: PLACEMENT

Mezuza: Placement: Right Side of Doorway

into the house.

Mezuza: Placement: Balcony

M ezuza: Placement
Mezuza: Placement: Door Frame



centered in the middle.

MEZUZA: WHEN TO AFFIX

MEZUZA: WHEN TO AFFIX IN ERETZ YISRAEL

Mezuza: When To Affix in Eretz Yisrael

MEZUZA: WHEN TO AFFIX OUTSIDE ERETZ YISRAEL

Mezuza: When To Affix Outside Eretz Yisrael: Buying (or Renting for More Than 30 Days)

e A home,
e An apartment, or

¢ Other accommodation--such as a camper, trailer, recreational vehicle (RV), etc.--in which you will
live at some time.

NOTE | you are renting a vehicleftrailer that you will livein but might not keep it for 30 days, put on

Then, even if you keep it for more than 30 days, do not do anything additional (don't remove them and
replace; don't say a blessing).

Ifgreuditreinayehickedor more than 30 days, you must affix mezuzas next to each of the doors.
If you livein avehicle for more than 30 days, you must affix mezuzas next to each of

the doors.

Mezuza: When To Affix Outside Eretz Yisrael: Renting for Fewer Than 30 Days



If you areliving in arented house, apartment, RV, etc., and remove all of your possessions used for living
(such as clothing, bedding, and toiletries) at some time before 30 days have elapsed, the place is not
considered to be your domicile. Y ou restart counting the 30 days from the day you move the personal items
back inside.

SITUATION 'y oy rent avehicle for 30 or more days but live and sleep there only five days aweek (and
remove al your personal items to spend Fridays and Shabbats with afamily or in a hotel)

some personal effectsin the vehicle continuously for at least 30 days.

MEZUZA: BLESSING

Mezuza: Blessing

mezuza.

NOTE Do not say the blessing if there is no door in the doorway

Mezuza: Blessing If M ezuza Falls Off

MEZUZA: KISSING

Mezuza: Kissing: Custom

on theinterior room doorways.

MEZUZA: CHECKING

Mezuza: Checking: How Often

MEZUZA: BEDROOM

M ezuza: Bedroom

1. Thereisawall or divider within 10.5 inches of the ground and at least 40 inchestall between yourself
and the mezuza, or



NOTE Thisistrue even if the coupleis covered, asis the proper practice, and even if they are more than 4

MEZUZA: REMOVAL

Mezuza: Removal: Do Not Remove When...

¢ Leave your house, even for along period such as ayear.

¢ Sell your house to a Jew.

TEFILIN

TEFILIN: MITZVA

Tefilin: Torah Mitzva

TEFILIN: HOLINESS

TEFILIN: HOLINESS: TEFILIN STRAPS

When Tefilin Straps Become Holy

TEFILIN: HOLINESS: TEFILIN BOXES

Tefilin: Holiness: Head and Arm Tefilin Boxes

it into its proper box.

TEFILIN: HOW TO PUT ON

Arm Tefila;: How To Put On

1. Place arm tefila box (bayit) on center of bicep of whichever arm you do not write with (knot on the arm

2. Say thefirst blessing, “lehaniach tefilin.”
3. Tighten the strap.

4. Wrap the strap around your arm seven times between your cubit (inside of your arm, opposite the elbow)
and your wrist.

NOTE If you wrap moretimes, it is OK.

protuberance, but if they do--it is permitted.

5. Wrap the excess around the palm of your hand (tuck in the end to keep it tight and out of the way).

Tekigiret found or type unknown



Tefilin
Head Tefila: How To Put On

were 13!), not further back than half-way on your skull from front to back.

4. ldedly, place the knot at the back on your occipital bone (base of your skull), but you may place it lower
aslong asitisstill ontop of your hair.

5. Say the second blessing, al mitzvat tefilin.

REASON “Al mitzvat tefilin” is a questionable blessing (safek bracha).
NOTE Tefilin head straps should reach at least to your navel (left strap) and mila (right strap).

Arm Tefila;: How To Finish

o Unwrap the excess strap from your palm and wrap it three times around your middle finger while
saying thethree “ vieirastich |i” phrases, one for each wrap.

TEFILIN: FALLEN

Tefilin: Fallen: Fast

TEFILIN: ADJUSTING OR REPLACING

TEFILIN: ADJUSTING

Tefilin: Adjusting: Saying Blessing

TEFILIN: REPLACING

Tefilin: Replacing: Tefilin You Had To Take Off or That Fell Off



NOTE If you took the tefilin off between bar'chu and the end of amida and replaced them without

e Say the appropriate blessings.

Tefilin: Replacing: Tefilin You Took Off by Choice

TEFILIN: REMOVING

Tefilin: Removing: Earliest Time

TEFILIN: STORING

Tefilin: Storing: How To Put Away

tefila shel rosh).
REASON So that the arm tefila does not abrade the head tefila.

NOTE Thisisnot ahalacha, just good advice.

TEFILIN: CARE

Where Tefilin Must Be Black
Tefilin must be black as follows;

TEFILIN: CHECKING

Tefilin: Checking: When


http://www.practicalhalacha.com/halacha.php?id=2044
http://www.practicalhalacha.com/halacha.php?id=2044

TEFILIN: KISSING

Tefilin: Kissing

TEFILIN: WHEN TO TOUCH

Tefilin: When To Touch: Shacharit

TEFILIN: ACTIVITIESWHILE WEARING

Tefilin: ActivitiesWhile Wearing: Distractions

TEFILIN: ROSH CHODESH AND CHOL HAMOED

TEFILIN: ROSH CHODESH

Tefilin: Removing before Rosh Chodesh M usaf
Remove tefilin before musaf on Rosh Chodesh.

TEFILIN: CHOL HAMOED

Tefilin: Chol HaM oed: Remove before Hallel
Remove tefilin before hallel on chol ha'moed.

If you are only visiting Eretz Yisrael but not living there permanently, follow your custom.



TORAH SCROLL (SEFER TORAH)

TORAH SCROLL: TOUCHING

Torah Scroll: Touching

no other way to handle the scroll.

TORAH SCROLL: STANDING

Torah Scroll: Standing

isto stand anyway.

TORAH SCROLL: LIFTING

ToLift UptheTorah

would be torn).

TORAH SCROLL (SEFER TORAH): WRITING

Torah Scroll (Sefer Torah): Priority for Writing

higher priority for Jewish observance.

NOTE The commandment that each Jew write a sefer Torah is not fulfilled by paying someone else to write
afew letters of the sefer Torah for you.
NOTE If you hire someone to write the entire sefer Torah for you, that fulfills your requirement.



SOFER

Sofer: Woman
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