BRIT MILA

INTRODUCTION TO BRIT MILA

Introduction to Brit Mila

Avraham was commanded to circumcise himself and all malesin his household. From then on, all healthy
Jewish males were to be circumcised when they reached 8 days old.

If there is any question about the baby's health, the circumcision is delayed or, in rare cases, not done at all.
The primary obligation to do the circumcision is on the boy's father. Since most people are not skilled

mila.

BRIT MILA SCHEDULING

BRIT MILA: WHICH DAY

BRIT MILA: EIGHTH DAY

Brit Mila: When Is Eighth Day
Aslong as the boy was born before sunset (even one minute before), this time period counts as the first day.
Normally, the brit mila will be performed on the following week on that same day of the week (the baby's

BRIT MILA: DELAYS

BRIT MILA: DELAYS: HEALTH

Brit Mila: Delays: Health: Doctor and M ohel

Veto.

BRIT MILA: DELAYS: SHABBAT/JEWISH FESTIVALS

Brit Mila: Delays. Shabbat/Jewish Festivals. Special Births

more.)

BRIT MILA: DELAYS: CAESAREAN BIRTH

Brit Mila: Delays. Caesarean Birth

BRIT MILA: WHAT TIME



Brit Mila: Time of Day
The brit mila may be done anytime from sunrise to sunset, but the preferred time isin the morning.

NOTE Brit mila may only be done during the daytime.

BRIT MILA: HATAFAT DAM

Brit Mila: Hatafat Dam

For a boy who requires an operation six months later (or more) to repair an anomalous condition such as
done at the time of the operation.

If not, after the child heals, a hatafat dam hrit mila should be performed.

BRIT MILA: WHO SHOULD PERFORM

Brit Mila: Who Should Perform: Preference
A father should circumcise his male children (if he knows how to do to the circumcision!) or appoint
someone to do so. Order of preference for who should do the circumcision, if competent:

e Father
e Other shomer-Shabbat male

o Shomer-Shabbat woman (if no maleis available).

first time.
NOTE A non-Jew may not perform abrit mila.

BRIT MILA: SANDAK

Brit Mila: Choice of Sandak

BRIT MILA: HOW TO DO

Brit Mila: How To Do: Metzitza

BRIT MILA: INVITATION

Brit Mila: Announcement or Invitation
Don't formally invite people to a brit mila meal, just announce it.

REASON | you invite people and they don't come, they are disrespecting the chance to participatein a



BRIT MILA: NAMING THE BABY

Brit Mila: Naming a Baby after Someone
Y ou are not halachically required to name the baby after a particular person. The custom isthat a baby is not
named after its living parent.

BRIT MILA: FESTIVE MEAL

Brit MilaMeal: Minimum Requirement

A se'udat mitzva isrequired for abrit mila, but the brit mila is still valid even if no mea isheld. The
minimum requirement for the meal isto eat at least 1.3 fl. 0z. (39 ml, or 1/6 cup) of bread within four
minutes.

Brit Mila: Fast Day
If abrit milais performed on Tish'a b'Av or other fast days, the meal (se'udat mitzva) is held after the fast
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