WITH WHOM TO PRAY

WITH WHOM TO PRAY: PRAYER QUORUM (MINYAN)

WITH WHOM TO PRAY: SEEKING A QUORUM (MINYAN)

How Much Effort To Pray with a Minyan

NOTE If waking up early will mess up the rest of your day, you do not need to wake up to go.

e To belateto work,

To lose your job,

To interfere with your caring for a sick person or someone who needs attention,

To injure your health,

Financial loss, or

Shalom bayit problems.

WITH WHOM TO PRAY: WHAT CONSTITUTES A QUORUM
(MINYAN)

How Many Men Needed for a Minyan

praying.

WITH WHOM TO PRAY: WHO MAY BE COUNTED IN A QUORUM
(MINYAN)

Non-Shomer Shabbat Jew Counted in Minyan

years.

WITH WHOM TO PRAY: QUORUM (MINYAN) SIZE

Large Minyan or Small
In generd, praying with alarge group of Jewsis preferable to praying with a small group.

REASON A large group is considered to be more honoring of God (b'rov am hadrat melech).
NOTE Y ou may pray with asmaller minyan if you are not happy with the large minyan, such as the

speed of the service, people talking during the service, or inconvenient timing when you need
to get to work.

WITH WHOM TO PRAY: WHICH PRAYERS REQUIRE A QUORUM
(MINYAN)

Prayersthat Requirea Minyan



¢ Bar'chu (morning and night),

e Theword “Eloheinu” in the birkat ha'mazon introduction,

¢ Sheva brachot (the seven blessings) at a wedding,
¢ Sheva brachot during the week following the wedding,
e 13 midot in selichot,

WITH WHOM TO PRAY: MINYAN ETIQUETTE

WITH WHOM TO PRAY: MINYAN ETIQUETTE: PRIORITY

Priority of Synagogue Members
In leading the prayers, members of a synagogue have priority over ANY non-member, regardless of status.
Next in priority:

e Mourner within 30 days;
e Mourner after 30 days.

EXCEPTION A mourner from out of town may lead one prayer service.

WITH WHOM TO PRAY: MINYAN ETIQUETTE: NUSACH

Minyan Leader Follows Custom of Minyan

which you are the leader, even if it differs from your custom.

WITH WHOM TO PRAY: MINYAN: AMEN

MINYAN: AMEN: WHEN TO SAY

Wait for Amen until after Completion of Blessing

even if you finish exactly together with the leader:

e End of yishtabach;
e End of Halldl;




MINYAN: AMEN: WHEN TO INTERRUPT YOUR PRAYER

Interrupting Your Prayer To Say Amen

only at a part that you are permitted to interrupt.

Interrupting Your Blessing To Say Amen

MINYAN: AMEN: WHEN YOU CANNOT HEAR BLESSING

Saying Amen When You Cannot Hear the Blessing

finished each blessing.

MINYAN: AMEN: MISPRONOUNCED BLESSING

Saying Amen to Mispronunciation

words, mumbling, slurring words, etc.

MINYAN: AMEN: WHEN 10 MEN INCLUDES PRAYER LEADER

Prayer Leader of 10 Men Should Wait
A prayer service leader for agroup of only 10 men including himself should (but is not required to) wait until

REASON To have nine men replying amen to each blessing.

NOTE A minimum of six men must be finished before the reader begins the repetition. If delaying the



NOTE If al nine other men will not (or may not) say amen, the leader should intend that his public

(which can only be offered on weekdays). If less than six men will be answering, the leader must wait before
doing the repetition.

WITH WHOM TO PRAY: MINYAN: KEEPING PACE

MINYAN: KEEPING PACE: SHACHARIT MINYAN

What To Skip To Catch Up in Shacharit

d'zimra to catch up--except for:
e Baruch she'amar,
e Ashrei, and
e Yishtabach.

MINYAN: KEEPING PACE: ANY MINYAN

FINISHING AMIDA BEFORE KEDUSHA

Finishing Amida before L eader Says Kedusha

third blessing (ha'el ha'kadosh).



¢ Once you and he have both finished saying the third blessing, you may continue at your own pace
regardless of whether you will finish before or after him.

NOTE For ma'ariv, if you arrive late and the minyan is about to start the amida, do not say shema and

WHEN TO PAUSE OR JOIN MINYAN

When To Pause or Join Minyan: Regular Shacharit

Baruch shem...), and then

e Resume where you were.

fourth hour.

When To Pause or Join Minyan: Shabbat/Jewish Festival Shachar it

fourth hour.

When To Pause or Join Minyan: Mincha


https://www.practicalhalacha.com/halacha.php?id=3220

the blessings.

o Kaddish

NOTE Itisaproper practice to say alenu with the congregation, even if you have already finished that
prayer service.
REASON If you don't, it seems asif you are not accepting ol malchut shamayim.
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